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Joseph Keane is the Professor of Medicine at Trinity College Dublin and 
he co-leads the Saint James's Hospital National Center for tuberculosis. 
His research contributions to the field of ‘infection and host defense’ 
include the seminal report of the association of tuberculosis with 
biological treatments. His group performs cellular immunology and 
translational research, and his scholarly work has been recognized by his 
election to the Royal Irish Academy. 

Bern-Thomas Nyang'wa, MD, MPH, is a British-Malawian medical doctor 
with extensive clinical, programmatic and research experience focused on 
drug-resistant tuberculosis and Humanitarian Health. He is the Medical 
Director Doctors Without Borders (MSF), Chief Investigator of TB-
PRACTECAL, a phase II-III MDR-TB clinical trial pivotal in change of WHO 
guidelines for treatment of rifampicin resistant TB and Medical Director 
responsible for MSF’s HIV and Tuberculosis technical working groups. He 
currently is a visiting Lecturer at the School of Medicine at the University of 
Leeds, an Honorary Clinical Lecturer in the Institute for Global Health at 
University College London and completing a PhD in clinical pharmacology 
of TB drugs at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. 

In many countries around the world – including Handaa Enkh-Amgalan’s 
native Mongolia – TB remains a highly stigmatized disease, which is why 
when she was diagnosed with TB as a teenager, Handaa was encouraged to 
hide her disease for fear for discrimination, especially as a young girl from a 
low-income community. Thanks to treatment provided by The Global Fund, 
Handaa was able to make a full recovery after 6 months, including 2 months 
of hospitalization. She then went on to pursue higher education, lived abroad, 
and met new people and explored new perspectives, all of which convinced 
her that she could no longer be silent about such an important part of her 
identity: that she was a TB survivor. Given her experience, Handaa felt it was 
important to speak out against the social stigma attached to TB and not only 
became advocate, she also wrote a book titled Stigmatized. 


